
MINING FOR GOLD...
Celebrating 50 years!

CTL I Thompson has a long history in Summit County — Bob Thompson led 
groundwork for the first li� towers at Keystone Resort and Copper Moun-
tain, thanks to his part-�me gig as a ski instructor. 

But we didn’t formally open in office un�l 2014, with the help of current 
Summit County Branch Manager George Benecke. George con�nues to lead 
the team of 11 people, so we “Zoomed” with him recently to learn more 
about the solu�ons the team has brought to its clients over the years. 

“Soaring growth” was a term that came to mind as George described CTL’s 
influence in the region. Over the past year, our Summit County office has 
posted an impressive 12-15% increase in revenue, primarily due to the 
rela�onships that George and his team have fostered over the years with 
the region’s ci�es, coun�es, top developers and builders.     

George has lived in Summit County for 20 years and is no stranger to the 
par�cular challenges that come with high-al�tude development. Before 
joining CTL, he ran his own consul�ng company, which focused on residen-
�al and municipal geotechnical work with an emphasis on founda�on and 
pavement studies, retaining walls, slope stability, sep�c design and subsur-
face drainage.  

The office’s early projects were primarily geotechnical services for residen-
�al, commercial and municipal projects, including sep�c and pavement 
design. As client opportuni�es spiked, the agile team expanded to follow 
suit. A�er working with the Fort Collins branch on structural design proj-
ects, Summit County hired a dedicated structural engineer, Jake Brown. This 
year, they further expanded their capabili�es by adding environmental 
specialist Laura Moody. 

The team is always up for a challenge, thankfully, because the region has no shortage of puzzles to solve. While 
every project is at high eleva�on in Summit County, George is par�cularly proud of a few that sit “way above the 
clouds,” including a current project: Arapahoe Basin Ski Area’s Steilhang Hut. A warming hut complete with 
restrooms near the 13,050-foot summit on the Lewanee Face, Steilhang means “steep slope” in German. Along 
with soils work, founda�on observa�on and geotechnical tes�ng, the Summit team designed the sep�c system, 
which is among the highest in the country, using an infiltrator system with a sand filter and compos�ng toilets. 
They’ll all celebrate their accomplishments in March 2022 with a ski day for the team and our partners. 

Another recent success is Vail Health’s Dillon Health Center. The 85,000-square-foot medical center is set to open 
before the end of the year. When it does, it will be the largest building in Summit County and will include an 
ambulatory surgery center, breast center, oncology unit, urgent care and more. It brings valuable services to 
Summit County residents, including knee surgeries by world-renowned doctors. CTL contributed geotechnical 
engineering, construction materials testing, and groundwater and water quality testing. They also overcame 
many obstacles. The site was previously wetlands with a 30-foot �ll slope that needed excavation. They helped 
develop two drain systems to manage groundwater — a temporary system for use during construction and a 
permanent design. Other challenges included helping the contractor navigate excavation around footings to 
make repairs to precast panels. 

The team’s signi�cant infrastructure work also includes Copper Mountain Ski Resort’s “A-Lift Neighborhood,” 
featuring a hotel, conference center, condos, townhomes and residences. In addition to solving for high altitude 
at the 10,000-foot base, CTL Summit County overcame challenging soils, water seepage and — to come full 
circle to CTL’s early years — buried “junk” from Copper Mountain’s early ski lifts.   

As CTL Summit County hustles to a strong 2021 �nish, George is already looking forward to adding team mem-
bers in 2022 to support new growth and the current backlog of projects. We’re con�dent they will continue 
soaring and can’t wait to hear more stories from their adventures at the top. 
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