
MINING FOR GOLD...
Celebrating 50 years!

Some of you have heard these stories before, but with our 
growth, I’m betting many of these stories will be new to you. 
Either way, they bear repeating. It’s important to underscore the 
pride I feel in our company, its people and the groundbreaking, 
award-winning, landscape-changing solutions we have crafted 
and will continue designing. I want you to feel proud too.

With that in mind, let’s begin at the beginning. 

In May 1971, Bob Thompson founded RW Thompson, Inc. when 
he recognized Denver’s explosive growth would create a demand 
for his unique expertise in geotechnical engineering, particularly 
expansive soils. Though Bob was relatively young back then, he 
was already an expert, thanks to the teachings of his mentor, 
geotechnical engineering pioneer Fu Hua Chen. Some of you 
might recognize him; ACEC offers a scholarship bearing his name, 
and he is behind some of Denver’s most notable early develop-
ments, including Denver’s Prudential Plaza and the Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts.

Technology was a lot different in the early 1970s. Bob’s sole 
employee (who also happened to be my mom, Linda) typed up 
client reports on onionskin with carbon paper, using a manual 
typewriter. 

Engineering practices have also come a long way, thanks in no 
small part to Bob and the team he soon added. You’ll recognize 
some of these names. Leaders like Marc Cleveland and Ron 
McOmber joined Bob in the 1970s and remain with us today. In 
fact, nearly half of our team has been with our firm for more 
than 20 years. 

But back to the 70s… 

RW Thompson’s expertise first attracted the attention of develop-
ers and builders planning housing and commercial projects in 
Golden, Applewood and Littleton, Colorado. While the locations 
were desirable, the conditions were not, due to dipping bedrock, 
former coal mines and expansive soils. But Bob and the team 
were well equipped to deal with those challenges, and they soon 
became the go-to for earthwork observation and soil and 
concrete testing for projects such as the original Denver West 
Office Park, Ken Caryl Ranch and the Jefferson County Correc-
tional Facility. 

By the 1990s, our team developed deep sub-excavation 
techniques, which mitigated the expansive soils and steeply 
dipping bedrock and opened up acres and acres for both 
residential and commercial development.

A different kind of expertise paved the way for our early work 
in the mountains: Bob’s part-time job as a ski instructor. Due to 
Bob’s relationships, RW Thompson was hired in the initial planning 
stages of Keystone Resort and Copper Mountain, starting with the 
groundwork for the first lift towers.

We’ll cover our mountain projects extensively in a future edition 
of Mining for Gold, but here are a few examples to whet your 
appetite. 

In addition to Keystone and Copper Mountain, we’ve consulted for most of the major skiing areas in Colorado: Aspen, Crested 
Butte, Snowmass and Vail, including the Aspen Highlands Base Village and the Timbers at Snowmass. Darrel Holmquist, who was 
president of CTL in the 1990’s consulted on the 11-mile stretch of I-70 through Glenwood Canyon, which was named one of the 
“Nine Colorado Engineering Feats of the 20th Century.” After 40+ years at CTL, Bill Hoffmann is currently consulting on the new 
Pikes Peak Summit Complex. 

We estimate that we’ve completed close to 100,000 projects in the Rocky Mountain region, from ski resorts to developments that 
transformed Colorado’s economy and quality of life. We were there on the ground, developing Denver International Airport; 
University of Colorado’s Boulder, Denver, Fitzsimons and Colorado Springs campuses; the Lowry and Stapleton (Central Park) 
redevelopments; and, more recently, the skyline-changing projects 1144 15th Street and Pivot Denver.  

It’s been a fascinating ride, and we want to recount many of our milestones in the past five decades to paint a vivid picture of our 
evolution and expertise. We’ll also cover the groundbreaking work in our other “home” states of Wyoming and Montana. 

Five years ago, Mile High CRE interviewed our own Marc Cleveland about our then-45th anniversary. At the time, Marc said, “A lot 
has changed in our city since the 1970s; I feel humbled to have been on the ground floor, literally, of some of the state’s most 
notable projects and most interesting engineering challenges.”

In the past five years, we’ve continued to grow, adding staff, an office and completing thousands of additional projects. 

As we embark on our 50th year and the fourth generation of engineering leadership, I hope you will continue to look forward with 
me, while also retaining great pride in the work that our — your firm — has contributed throughout our rich past. 


